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All around the world, students of all ages are learning to speak English. They do it for many reasons and they use various techniques, manuals, audio and visual materials, etc. for mastering a foreign language. 

At schools we teach English to our students according to four main learning skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking. We explain grammar rules, make them learn new words and write essays, give lots of tests and play different games. But, in my opinion, speaking is a crucial part of second language learning and teaching. Despite its importance, for many years, it has been undervalued and English language teachers have continued to teach speaking just as a repetition of drills or memorization of dialogues. However, today's world requires that the goal of teaching speaking should improve students' communicative skills, because, only in that way, students can express themselves and learn how to follow the social and cultural rules appropriate in each communicative circumstance.
But what do we mean by “teaching speaking”?  First of all, we should teach our students to organize their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence. Certainly, we must pay attention to teaching speech sounds and sound patterns, help the students to select appropriate words and sentences according to the proper social setting, audience, situation and subject matter. Our students have to use the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses – that’s what we call “fluency”. So, when we say “he speaks English fluently” it means that he can use the language to express his values and judgments in different situations.
But, unfortunately, many students learning English complain that they understand it, and at the same time don’t feel confident enough to join a conversation. There are a number of reasons for this and most of them happen in our minds. 
Firstly, we should remember that English is not a native language to our students, and what they often do is translate from one language into another. That’s why we have Ukrainian English at our lessons, not the British one.
Secondly, we can also observe such process as ‘blocking”. It looks like students are aware of the topic, words and rules, and suddenly they stop their speaking. It occurs due to their nervousness, lack of confidence and fear of making mistakes. 
Sometimes, there aren’t enough conversation opportunities in or outside of the classroom. Several students may not know the subject discussed because they don’t encounter it in real life. 
And, thirdly, they aren’t able to talk to peers, especially teenagers or classes with different level of knowledge. Students are often afraid of their mates’ judgment, so they usually prefer to keep silence. They become reluctant to talk by saying that they “do not know what to speak about”.

And then comes the question: what exactly can teachers do with all that stuff? Here are some speaking strategies that can be used in any classroom:

· Using minimal responses. In any class there are students that tend to be silent during the lesson. One way to encourage them to participate is to help them to build up a stock of minimal responses that they can use in different types of exchanges. They are predictable and often idiomatic phrases which help to express students’ agreement or disagreement, doubt, understanding, etc.
· Recognizing scripts. Some communication situations are associated with a predictable set of spoken exchanges – a script. Greetings, apologies, compliments, invitations and other functions that are influenced by social and cultural norms often follow patterns or scripts. Teachers can help their students develop speaking ability by making them aware of the scripts for different situations so that they can predict what they will hear and what to say in response.
· Using language to talk about language. Language learners are often embarrassed or shy to say anything when they do not understand another speaker or when they realize that they aren’t understood either. The teachers’ task is to convince their students that such misunderstanding is usual in everyday situations and to show them other ways of expressing the same ideas. Hence, we encourage our students to use clarification phrases and strategies inside the classroom and they will gain confidence in their ability to manage the various communication situations outside of it.
Speaking is a way of expressing ourselves in whatever language we use. The most motivating language to learn therefore enables us to talk in a way that is true to our personality. Even the best coursebook cannot provide this resource for every individual in every class. So, we have to keep English as a language medium which will help our students to show their best and be true to their values and options.  
One more aspect that should be mentioned here is that students need words, phrases, sentence patterns and grammatical forms and structures stored in their memory ready to be used in speaking situations. Therefore, teachers should stimulate their students’ speech by supplying them with the subject and by teaching them the words and grammar they need to speak about the suggested topic or situation. So, the teacher must lead his learners to unprepared speaking through prepared speaking, from reception to reproduction, as psychologists say because language is not a substance, it’s a process; the language doesn’t exist, it happens.
Teaching speaking is a very important part of second language learning. The ability to communicate in a second language clearly and efficiently contributes to the success of the learner in school and success later in every phase of life. Therefore, it is essential that language teachers must pay great attention to teaching speaking, rather than leading students to pure memorization, providing a rich environment where meaningful communication takes place is desired.
