1.Lead-in

a) Have you ever visited a fair?
b )What kinds of fairs do you know?
2.Read the text and match the headings (1-8) with the paragraphs (A-E)
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                                               Sorochyntsi Fair
A._____One of the greatest entertainments, places of fun and interest worth visiting in Ukraine  is Sorochyntsi fair. We were lucky to stay there during our weekends at the end of August, get to know a lot about Ukrainian culture and traditions and have a good time. This is what we found out…

B._____About 200 miles southeast of Kyiv is the town of Poltava. Not far from Poltava there is a village Velyki Sorochyntsi (till 17th century named Krasnopil) where for the past three hundred years fairs have been held. Among 12 thousand  Sorochynska Yarmarka was neither the largest one nor the most famous. Probably this village of Myrgorod district could become little known, however, Ukrainian and Russian writer and our countrymen Mykola Gogol glorified it in his books. He demonstrated a great love to Ukraine, deep knowledge of Ukrainian folk arts and life in his work filled with masterful humour from the novels cycle “Evenings in khutor near Dikanka” which brought him fame.

C._____We were very glad and proud to have a chance to visit his native land and feel the spirit of old times. Actually we met him in Sorochyntsi, can you believe it?Gogol, wearing an old-style long coat with a quill pen behind his ear, turned up at the peak of the fair, accompanied by characters from his stories (both professional and amateur actors take part in this show). He walked around, talked to people, wrote something down in his pad. His presence at the fair seemed to be so natural, not theatrical at all. Probably, because of this right spirit, captured by Gogol in his stories. 

D.____At the Sorochyntsi fair you can buy anything whatever you may think of. It is true now that the fair has become international. Many different representatives of various trade and manufactures  from  Poltava region, other Ukrainian regions and from abroad visit it. 

The main fair square is Zhabokrytskyj maidan, where you can purchase anything from colourful souvenirs to modern harvest combines, from musical instruments to famous reshetyliv carpets, and you can not walk by the gigantic stalls of pottery with toy clay roosters and pigs. To say that you can buy all kinds of food and drinks is to say so little because the impression one gets walking among the mountains of fruit, vegetables, pots of honey, sausage, meat makes you speechless…You can try dozens upon dozens of drinks, different kinds of pyrizhkys (sort of small pies, stuffed with berries, meat, goose liver, cottage cheese, cabbage, etc.) offered for a quick bite at every step you take. 
E.____Even if you do not intend to buy anything, walking around the fair is a great fun in itself. You can see many different people like short, tall, slim, fat, crooked, straight, handsome, ugly, stunningly beautiful wearing local national costumes, casual jeans and T-shirts, expensive suits and dresses. Cheerful crowds are moving around, chewing, staring and laughing. Musicians here and there are playing folk tunes, country, rock, slow ballads. People come to have a good time looking around, enjoying marvellous views, delicious food, sipping a drink, talking to people, making friends. The Sorochyntsi fair is a cultural event, part of local life, a tradition that keeps the past and the present closely linked together. It is the festival of selling, buying, singing, drinking, eating and pleasant time spending. A great fair, indeed.

1. Variety of goods

2. Lots of entertainments

3. Exciting contests

4. Cool experience
5. Unexpected meeting

6. Wonderful Climate

7. Great Son of Ukraine

3.Speaking:
a )Have you ever been to a fair?

b )What are the peculiarities of Ukrainian fair?

c )Do you know anything special about Sorochyntsi Fair?

