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Project theme: How to teach vocabulary.

Project topicality.
There has been a revival of interest in vocabulary teaching in recent years. This is partly due to the recent availability of computerized databases of words, and partly due to the development of new approaches to language teaching which are much more “word-centered”, such as the “lexical approach”. This interest if reflected in many recent titles. However, these developments have been slow to reach teachers in a form that is easily transferable to the classroom.                                              

“Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed”. This is how the linguist David Wilkins summed up the importance of vocabulary learning. His view is echoed in this advice to students from a recent coursebook (Dellar H and Hocking D, Innovations, LTP): “If you spend most of your time studying grammar, your English will not improve very much. You will see most improvement if you learn more words and expressions. You can say very little with grammar, but you can say anything with words.”

Most learners, too, acknowledge the importance of vocabulary acquisition (“I should like to enlarge my vocabulary (this word I also had to find in dictionary). Too often my speaking is hard caused by missing words”). However, teachers have not fully recognized the tremendous communicative advantage in developing an extensive vocabulary.

The advent of the communicative approach in the 1970s set the stage for a major re-think of the role of vocabulary. The communicative value of a core vocabulary has always been recognized, particularly by tourists. Recognition of the meaning-making potential of words meant that vocabulary became a learning objective in its own right – “vocabulary acquisition is the largest and most important task facing the language learner”.

Nowadays the process of vocabulary enrichment is also an essential part of training for the Final Test ( Independent Testing). So, the importance of having an extensive vocabulary is undeniable.  

Project aim is 

· to survey the principles underlying the acquisition of vocabulary in a second language and sketch some possible implications for teaching.

· to investigate sources of vocabulary input ( texts, dictionaries, the corpus(corpora)).

· to find the ways(techniques and procedures) vocabulary can be presented in the classroom; learners should be actively involved in the presentation.

· to look at ways of testing vocabulary knowledge – both before, during and at the end of instruction.

· to explore the subject of vocabulary learning strategies.

Some years ago a leading authority on second language learning, Wilga Rivers, wrote: “ Vocabulary cannot be taught, it can be presented, explained, included in all kinds of activities, and experienced in all manner of associations … but ultimately it is learned by the individual. As language teachers, we must arouse interest in words and a certain excitement in personal development in this area. We can help our students by giving them ideas on how to learn (but each will finally learn a very personal selection of items, organized into relationships in an individual way ( from Communicating  Naturally in a Second language). This does not mean, however, that the teacher is redundant. On the contrary the teacher can play a major role in motivating learners to take vocabulary seriously, and in “ giving them ideas on how to learn”.

Project tasks
· to provide pupils’ wide vocabulary; 
· to train learners to learn effectively;

· to involve pupils into different extra-school activities;
· to arouse interest in words and a certain excitement in personal development in this area;

· to teach pupils’ how to put words to work – both receptively and productively;

· to use testing of vocabulary knowledge;

· to cooperate with pupils and colleagues from other schools to deepen, gain and share the experience;

· to make them ready for the independent testing.

Project description 
The project “ How to teach vocabulary is oriented on the teacher who wishes to improve his knowledge and to develop his classroom skills in this important area.

It suggests ways in which the teaching of vocabulary can be integrated into lessons. This project is an attempt to answer the question: what can teacher do to help?

It is practical, long term, semi-researched, external.

Project participants:
Pupils of the 7-11th forms, their parents, teachers of English, board of the school, English club teachers, American volunteers, Methodologists of Ternopil In-Service Teachers Training Institute, a Methodologist of District Department of Education.

Terms of project realization :   14.02.2011 – 31.03.2016.

Project stages: 
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	Diagnostic and prognostic

Organizing

Practical
Summarizing
	Teaching and learning vocabulary as one of the most important issues of current national education, attending leading – in session, studying methodological recommendations.

Analyses of the diagnostic results, finding out drawbacks of teaching English vocabulary and profound knowledge of the subject, especially on the chosen issue.

Formulation of the project theme, its topicality, aim and tasks, the most important methods and aspects of teaching vocabulary.

Working out the contents and terms of the project realization.

Presentation of the project, its correction.

Introduction of the project «How to teach vocabulary» at the district teacher’s methodological session.

Approval of the chosen scientific -methodological issue with the school board, Department of Education Methodologist, working out the tutorial schedule.

Analysis of all appropriate materials and resources according to the project theme, its topicality, aim and tasks. (Lewis M (1993). The Lexical Approach. Language Teaching Publications. Lewis M (1997) Implementing the Lexical Approach.

Language Teaching publications.

Nation ISP (2001) Learning Vocabulary in Another language. Cambridge University Press. 

Schmitt N and Mc. Carthy (2000) Vocabulary: Description, Acquisition and Pedagogy C.U.P. 

People.bu.edu./jpettigr/articles – and/ Vocabulary htm.www.ehow.com/ how_ 206516_teach_vocabulary.html.)

Working out different tests using all materials to analyze pupils level of vocabulary knowledge.(the 7 th  formers)

Creating the groups of pupils willing to take part in the project «How to teach vocabulary»
Choosing the plan of the project realization (authorial programme of the elective course – « Successful Exam»)

Skills improving in using of computer technology, searching the information and materials according to the project theme and students motivations.

How important is vocabulary? (conversation with pupils); acquaintance with the peculiarities of elective studying; organizing extra-school  activities (party «Enjoy the beauty of a word.»); using motivational lexical exercises at the English lessons, classes. 

Plan approval by the school board, District Department of Education Methodologist.

Purposeful consultation with Methodologists of District Department of Education, and Ternopil In-Service Teachers’ Training Institute, at the meeting of English department.

Avoiding the danger of routine and monotony and students’ de- motivation and making learning experience permanently stimulating and interesting through different activities, procedures, materials for vocabulary items that an ideal balance is created for the class. 

Creating the lesson plans that are both effective and entertaining.

Mixing a variety of activities centred

on vocabulary to reach a broader range of students.

 Working out of didactic materials for lessons and classes.

Self-analysis of teaching the course based on making regular observation at the English lessons and out-of-class activities.

Steady improvement and enrichment of the ways the teacher can make the presentation of vocabulary maximally effective, both in terms of word form and word meaning (translation, illustrating, explaining, highlighting the spoken and written form, etc).

Presenting words is only the tip of the iceberg. To ensure that learners get to know these words to the outlined extent, they will need plentiful opportunities to engage with these words in a variety of contexts and to put these words to work (decision-making tasks: identifying, selecting, matching, pelmanism, sorting, ranking and sequencing ; production tasks- completion of sentences and texts; creation of sentences and texts; word games).

Providing pupils with the information: How is vocabulary learned? How many words does a learner need to know? How are words remembered? Why do we forget words? What makes a word difficult?What kind of mistakes do learners make?
Quizzing and testing the students on their vocabulary as a reliable means of knowing how effective a teaching sequence has been( multiple choice, gap-fill (close, open (selective)), C-test; tests of recognition and production; out of context, in context.
Thorough investigation of different ways, means, techniques, strategies’ effect on vocabulary acquisition. Sharing the findings with the class can generate discussion of different vocabulary learning strategies. This in turn will raise awareness as to how vocabulary might best be learned and this can only be of benefit to all. 

Giving pupils ideas how to learn effectively and sharing my own learning experiences and those of other learners- both successful and unsuccessful- with my learners.

Pupils’ encouragement in the development of their own learning strategies.

Involving students in making projects, presentations, surveys, investigating sources of vocabulary input with special reference to texts, dictionaries, and that more recent phenomenon, the corpus.

Teachers and pupils’ cooperation while making vocabulary handouts (flash cards, wall charts, posters, mind-maps, board drawings, etc).

Taking part of the best pupils in school, district, regional and International competitions (Olympiads, contests “Clever”, “Puzzle”, American program “FLEX”).

Rewarding the best pupils. 

Development of cooperation and collaboration with American volunteers, the Peace Corps.

Cooperation with British Publishing Houses.

Visiting Teachers’ Training Seminars.

 Elective course “Successful exam” realization.

 Consultations with methodologists.

Holding the conference to show the results of the improved pupils’ vocabulary knowledge (on the premises of demonstration lesson of the project theme).

Sharing experience of teaching vocabulary with the teachers of the district.

Preparing the materials of attestation.

Searching for new directions of the individual professional improvement; choosing a new scientific-methodological issue.

Systematization of all collected materials of the individual professional improvement, making teacher’s portfolio (didactical, methodological, photo, video materials).
Presenting the results of working on the project; portfolio demonstration.

Self-assessment of the results according to outlined criteria.
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Resources. 
Human: pupils, colleagues from different schools, American volunteers, school board, District Department of Education Methodologist, Methodologist of Ternopil In-Service Teachers’ Training Institute.

Material and Technical: enrichment of didactical materials, visual aids, copy machines.

Financial: personal, sponsorship.

Informational: a computer, CD-player, CDs, DVD-player, the Internet.

Project outcomes: this project aims:
a) to have a teacher skillful in teaching vocabulary and good learners- those who
· pay attention to word form (the constituents of words, their spelling, their pronunciation and to the way they are stressed;
· pay attention to meaning- to the way words are similar or different in meaning, to the connotations of words, to their style and associations;

· are good guessers- they work out the meanings of unfamiliar words from their form and contextual clues;
· take risks and are not afraid of making mistakes- they make the most of limited resources and adopt strategies to cope when the right words simply don’t come forth;
· know how to organize their own learning- by, for example, keeping a systematic record of  new words, using dictionaries and other study aids resourcefully, using memorizing techniques, and putting time aside for the “ spade work” in language learning, such as repetitive practice ;

· are prepared for the independent testing.

b) To have language culture of all participants increased.

c) To have pupils ready to adequate life and professional choice. 
