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English proverbs and sayings help in making lessons more profound and interesting. They are
very useful in explaining grammar patterns, warming-ups and writing compositions in English.

1 would like to share my experience in conducting a lesson-travel “Good manners, good
discipline”, where English proverbs play the key role at all the stages of the lesson.

For such a lesson teacher prepares beforehand. Pupils are expected to know widely-used
English proverbs. It is necessary:

- to teach pupils to explain some of them;

- to make “Book of Wisdom™;

- to prepare teaching cards, individual tasks etc.

Objectives:

- to develop pupils’ speaking skills;

- to learn English proverbs and teach pupils to explain them;
- to practice comparatives;

- to focus on bringing up high moral qualities and discipline.
Equipment: “Book of Wisdom”, teaching cards, music.

PROCEDURE

L. Introduction

T: God created this wonderful world. He created a man. He wanted to see the man wise,
honest, hard-working, open-handed and kind. But around us there are people with different
characters and often our life is not a ‘bed of roses’. Then we need help. What helps us in life?

Ps: Books/Friends/Our family/Knowledge/Proverbs etc.

T: You are not little boys and girls and you know already what is good and what is bad. In this
lesson you will speak about manners and discipline. I think it’s not easy but the “Book of
Wisdom” will help you in this. Can you guess why it is called so?

P1: Maybe there is wise advice there.

P2: 1 think there are proverbs and sayings there.

T: You are quite right. Proverbs will accompany us till the end of the lesson. Today we’ll be
able to see how many and proverbs you know; whether you know how to act in life situations;
what you like and dislike in your friends, characters for which you respect people. So, you are
welcome into the mysterious world of the “Book of Wisdom”.

11. A good beginning makes a good ending

T: Everything has is beginning. What do we do first when we meet people?

Ps: We greet them.

T: Read and explain formal and informal forms of greeting people in English.

Greetings:

How do you do?

How are you?

Hello! Hi!

Good morning (afternoon, evening)!

P1: When you are in the USA, you should know some do’s and dont’s in greeting and
addressing people. The very formal ‘How do you do?” is not a question and it doesn’t require
any other answer than ‘How do you do?” This form of greeting is used when you are introduced
to someone for the first time.

P2: If you often meet someone, you usually say, “How are you?”

T: But that is not all. You can also use come other forms of greeting when you enter a store, a
classroom or an office. “Good morning (afternoon, evening)!” can also be farewell expressions.

II1. So many people, so many characters
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Pupils practice this construction making up as many sayings as they can.

Example:

So many people, so many tastes.

So many nations, so many languages.

So many languages, so many hobbies. Etc.

T: What is a proverb?

P1: A proverbs is a wise short saying used to show how to life and act:

T: There are proverbs in all the languages of the world. What English proverbs and sayings do
you know?

Ps: Tastes differ.

Everything is good in its season.

A show year, arich year.

If you run after two hares, you will catch neither.

East or west, home is best

Lost time is never found again.

A good friend is like the sun in winter.

Live and learn.

T: What is you favourite proverb?

Example:

1 like the proverb “East or west, home is best”. When you go somewhere and stay there for a
long time, you miss your parents and friends and want to come back as soon as possible. It seems
to you there is no place like home.

T: I see you know the English proverbs and you are ready to turn over this page of the “Book
of Wisdom™.

IV. Show me your company

T: Can you complete this proverb?

P1: Show me your company and I’ll tell you what you are.

T: What is this proverb about?

P2: It is about friends and friendship.

(Teacher asks pupils to read the features of character and speak on them.)

Honest are those who tell the truth only.

Mannerly are those who always try to act in the right way.

Open-handed are people who are always ready to share everything with others.

Brave people are not afraid of anything.

Hard-working people like to work and work much.

T: What can you say about your friend? Are there only positive features in his/her character?
What do you like/dislike in people most of all? Can people live without friends and friendship?

There are four little words

That can teach you a lot,

When you hurt your friend

On purpose or not.

T: What are the four little words to help you understand each other?

(I'm sorry. I'm wrong.)

Is it necessary to be polite to your friend?

V. Doing is better than saying

After translating the proverb “Doing is better than saying” into Ukrainian teacher explains
pupils comparatives like better than etc. and say it is used in many English proverbs.

Example:

Better late than never.
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T: You’ve spoken much about wisdom. It’s time to show how you understand what you’ve
been talking about. Listen to the dialogues and say whether characters in them act in the right
way. Pay attention to proverbs used in the dialogues.

Dialogue 1 “At School”

P: Good morning, Mrs Summers.

T: Good morning, Mike. What’s the matter with you? Why are you late?

P: I don’t know, Mrs Summers... Something is wrong with my watch.

T: Are you sure?

P: Excuse my being late today. I promise not to be late any more. More I sit down?
T: Well, Mike, sit down, of course. Better late than never, you know.
Dialogue 2 “At the Table”

M: Bob, it’s time to have breakfast. Hurry up!

B: I’'m here. Mum. What do we have for breakfast today?

M: Well... soup, fish, eggs, and coffee.

B: I don’t like soup, you know. Please, give me some fish and a cup of coffee.
M: Oh, Bobby, don’t take bread with the fork!

B: But there are so many rules I don’t know.

M: Well, it’s never too late to learn.

VL. If you want a thing well done, do it yourself

T: Do you ask anybody to help you with you homework (writing a composition, drawing a
picture)? Did it help you understand how do it? Now you will work in groups and make up rules
completing the statements.

(Pupils are divided into 3 groups. Each of them gets a different task. Time is limited (about 3
min.).)

Group 1: “In the lesson”
Possible variants:

I=Bes: ...attentive in the lesson.

2. Don’t... ...talk during the lesson.

3. Love... ...your books and notebooks.

4. Keep... ...your classroom clean and tidy.

Group 2: “At the Table”

1. Don’t forget...  ...to wash hands before eating.
2:Keep... ...you mouth shut when you eat.
3. Don’t pick up...  ...food with a knife.

4. Never admit... ...you don’t like food.

Group 3:”In the Street”

1. Be very... ...careful crossing the street.

2. Dont. : ...play in the street.

3. Croos... ...the street when the light is green.
4. First... ...look to the left, then to the right.

VIL All is well that ends well
T: When a meeting is over and we leave, we save...
Ps: Goodbye! So long! See you etc.
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What do we say in this case?

Ps: Good luck!

Have a good day!

Have a good weekend!

Keep well!

Have a safe trip!

The same to you!

(Pupils work in pairs making up short dialogues.)

Example:

A: It’s time to go. Goodbye.

B: So long, Mary. Have a good weekend and keepwell!

A: The same to you!

T: Our lesson is coming to its end. We have come to the last page of our “Book of wisdom™.
This book has taught us a lot in the lesson. Let’s turn over its page once more and repeat the new
proverbs.

1 want to finish our travel with the proverb “One never loses anything by politeness”.

(Teacher helps pupils translate the proverb into Ukrainian if necessary.)




