Discovering Latin America in dances
The objectives are:

         -  to practise pupils’ skills in reading;

         -  to exchange the information;

         - to develop pupils’ listening and speaking skills;

         - to practise the vocabulary on the topic;

         - to develop pupils’ memory, imagination and logical thinking;

         - to get pupils acquainted with Latin America;

         - to give pupils more knowledge developing of the culture of Latin America;

         - to make pupils interested in Latin America;

         - to make pupils interested in dances;

Teaching aids and materials: lap-top, costumes, dictionaries, cards with texts about the dances of Latin America and their origin, cards with texts about development of Latin American dances nowadays

Preparatory work:

5 pupils study and select all the necessary information for discussion, texts, 2 pupils get ready to be the presenters, 8 pupils get ready to present some of the dances of Latin America, 1 pupil prepares the presentation on the given theme, 2 pupils prepare the classroom, 1 pupil prepares some presents.

Procedure:

1-st pupil: we are happy to see you here. Today we’re going to speak about one of the most unusual and interesting countries – Latin America. We’re going to discover it in its cultural aspect so we’re going to talk about national dances of this country. Since the 1930s, Latin rhythms have been popular among West, Central, and East African musicians. The result of it was that the Latin music incorporates many features originally African. The rumba and Spanish flamenco are the result of a similar exchange, in this case between Spain and Cuba, its former colony.

2-nd pupil: From the 16th through the 19th century, most Latin American "art" music reflected contemporary European models. Musicians composed and performed music much like that of their parent colonial cultures. In the 20th century, however, a number of composers discovered their "national  voices," based partly upon traditional folk and tribal music.

3-d pupil: Because of the slave trade, African and Spanish music blended and evolved into the Latin American dance music we still enjoy today.  However, with the flow of time, dances of other cultures made their way into Latin American dances.
1-st pupil: The most characteristic feature of African Music is the usage of drums. And do you know what was the aim of this?
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The people of Africa use drums in their worship.  In ancient times, certain rhythms were created to call upon certain gods.  There were over 200 different rhythms created for worship.  After landing in the New World, the slaves were often forced to become Christian, so they would continue to use drums in worship, calling their gods Christian names so as to avoid being punished.  
2-nd pupil: In the 17th and 18th centuries, Spanish music was defined by the Spanish guitar.  By the end of the 19th century, the flamenco style of playing and dancing was born.  Flamenco is a dance where rhythms are tapped out with the shoes and castanets in the hands while the guitar offers accompaniment.   A man or a woman may dance the flamenco, and often the rhythms are improvised. Today we have an opportunity to listen to its rhythms so we invite on the scene our musician from Spain.
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1-st pupil: As we can see Latin American dances greatly characterize this country. And which kinds of Latin American dances do you know?
Many dances popular around the world have originated in Latin America, for example the Bolero, Carimbo, Conga, Lambada, Macarena, Mambo, Merengue, the Salsa. Three such dances : the Samba, Rumba, and Cha Cha, plus the Paso Doble from Europe and the Jive from North America, have been singled out and are now performed all over the world as Latin-American dances in international Dance Sport competitions, as well as being danced socially. 
3-d pupil: But it was not always so. These 'Latin-American' dances were introduced into Western-European society in the twentieth century. Through the 17th and 18th centuries, a gradual fusion of the three cultures occurred to produce a new culture: Creole. In Cuba, the Contradance became the Contradanza Habanera (i.e., from Havana) and оver the years its name became abbreviated to 'Danzon'. This rhythm had become popular in Europe at the turn of the 19th Century. 
2-nd pupil: The Portuguese imported many slaves from Angola and Congo into Brazil in the 16th century, who in turn brought their dances such as the Caterete, the Embolada. A composite dance evolved in the 1830's combining the plait figures from these Negro dances and the body rolls and sways. Later, carnival steps were added. The dance was described in 1885 as “a graceful Brazilian dance”.

1-st pupil: Today samba is still popular in Rio. At carnival time costumed dancers perform the samba for the delight of all. In the United States the samba is now a popular ballroom dance, limited pretty much to the advanced ballroom dancers because of its speed and difficulty of body rolls. Today we have a nice surprise for you. We invited dancers from Brazil and invite them on the scene.
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3-d pupil: This dance originated with the Negroes in the South East of U.S.A., where it had an affinity with the war dances of the Seminole Indians in Florida. One reference suggests that the Negroes copied it from the Indians. Another suggests that the Indians copied it from the Negroes, who brought the dance from Africa. The latter is more likely, as the word "Jive" is probably derived from "Jev" meaning "to talk disparagingly" in the West African Wolof language. 
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1-st pupil: And do you know that the dance was also called Cake Walk, and the reasons of such name?                                                                                                                               

In the 1880's, the dance was performed competitively among the Negroes in the South, and the prize was frequently a cake, so the dance became known as the Cake Walk. 

2-nd pupil: Now we’re going to talk about rumba. Who knows something about the origin of its name?

The name 'Rumba' possibly derives from the term 'rumboso orquestra' which was used for a dance band in 1807, although in Spanish, the word 'rumbo' means 'route', 'rumba' means 'heap pile', and 'rhum' is of course an intoxicating liquor popular in the Caribbean, any of which might have been used descriptively when the dance was being formed. 
3-d pupil: We’re talking about rumba as about the dance. But are sure it was always dance?

The rural form of the Rumba in Cuba was described as a pantomime of domestic animals, and was an exhibition rather than a participation dance. The Rumba was introduced into the U.S.A. in the 1930's. The slow tempo of the music makes the dance very romantic. And would you like to see it? So let’s enjoy the dance.
1-st pupil: don’t forget about PASO DOBLE – one of the most popular dances. The origin of the dance is rather interesting. And can you say what is the origin of the meaning of the dance?

The name 'Paso Doble' in Spanish means 'Two Step', and may be distinguished from 'Paso a Dos' which means 'Dance for two'. 
3-d pupil: What is the role of dance partners?

The Paso Doble was one of many Spanish folk dances. In particular, the Paso Doble is based on the Bullfight. It portrays the Torero and his cape, and is danced to the characteristic march music used for procession at the beginning of a corrida. The dance itself became popular among the upper classes of Paris in the 1930's, and acquired a set of French names for many of the steps. 
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2-nd pupil: If you like tee you must definitely know the origin of cha cha.
The name could have been derived 'char' meaning "tea', or from the Spanish 'Chacha' meaning 'nursemaid', or 'chachar' meaning 'to chew coca leaves', or most likely from the fast and cheerful Cuban dance: the Guaracha. This dance has been popular in Europe from before the turn of the 19_th​  century. 

1-st pupil: It has also been suggested that the name Cha Cha is derived onomatopoeically from the sound of the feet in the chasse which is included in many of the steps. This would account for it being called the 'Cha Cha Cha' by some people, whereas others call it the 'Cha Cha' after the rhythm. The "Cha Cha" is danced currently at about 120 beats per minute. Can you imagine? And can you imagine we can see it here right now? Please apploude our dancers.
3-d pupil: Of course we couldn’t forget about tango. The tango originally came from Spain.  It started as a solo dance for women in Spain in the early 1800s.  It was brought to South America by Spanish settlers and became popular in Argentina by the mid 1850s.  At this time tango became a partner dance in the underground of Buenos Aires.

2-nd pupil: Today the tango is still popular and keeping sparks of this daring art form burning brightly.  At Walter Kerr Theatre in Broadway, Luis Bravo's Forever Tango is playing and has had a tremendous success as an open-ended run.  Of course we couldn’t miss the opportunity to show you this dance. So let’s enjoy it.
And as our extra-curricular work came to the end we would like to present you the presentation about the dances of Latin America.
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