YOUTH SITUATIONS TOPIC: Minors and laws LEVEL: Intermediate
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to compare customs regarding youth in the United States and in their country.
Students will be able to explain their points of view regarding these customs and consequences in
the US and their country.
MATERIALS: Cut these situations and assign to groups'of students (2-3 per group).
PROCEDURE:
· Students are introduced to the topic of minors and customs in the United States through these situation cards.

· Assign one situation per group of 2-3 students.

· Students must discuss in their group the situation and come up with responses to the questions and their
opinion of what should be done. In the case of situations regarding the law, students must give their opinion as
to what they think the law is and compare it to their country's laws.
· Groups with the same situations get together and compare their responses. They must come up with
conclusions.
*Each combined group now presents their situation, points of view, and conclusions to the whole class.
· Encourage students to ask questions about youth situations in their country to compare to the USA.

· Students write new situations as a homework assignment to exchange and discuss with classmates next class.

· Ann, 16 years old, was out on a Saturday night with her friends eating at McDonald's. There, she met John, a
cute 17-year old. They smiled and looked at each other. Soon, they started to talk. He "asked her out" on a date
for the following weekend. They exchanged phone numbers.

If you were Ann, would you go out with him?
Do you think it is too soon after she met him to go out with him?
In your culture, do young people go out on a first date alone at 16 and 17 years old?
Is it considered too soon to go out with a boy after knowing him only for one week?
*
Ann, 16 years old, is on a date with John, 17 years old, for the first time. They just met last week but they
spoke on the telephone twice for one hour. At the cinema, he tries to kiss her.
If you were Ann, would you allow him to kiss you?
What would you do if you did not want to kiss him? What would you say?
In your culture, do young people kiss on the first date?
What is considered very young and too old for the first kiss?
*
John is a football player at his high school. He is also one of the most popular boys at school. Jessica, a new
girl at school, not very pretty, short, and a little overweight, is crazy about him. She fell in love with him the
moment she saw him. Everyone at school knows this. John only goes out with beautiful cheerleaders, but his
friends are now teasing him about going out with Jessica.
What would you do if you were John?
Would you be too proud to make Jessica feel better?
Would you be nice and talk to her and risk losing respect from your friends?
How do you think Jessica feels at her new school?
Do you have popular and unpopular groups (called cliches or cliques ) at school?
Name some of the cliques at your school: (in America, there is the football clique, cheerleader clique, nerd
clique, gothic clique, band clique, etc.)
-Amanda is a senior in high school, ready to graduate within 3 months. Tomorrow is the National Senior Skip
Day, a day all seniors in the United States do not go to school and do other things. This day is not recognized by
schools and is illegal. But her friends want her to-go with them to the lake to a party. Amanda is worried and
afraid of being "caught".
If you were Amanda, would you go?
What do you think would happen if you were discovered?
What would your parents do to you?
Do you have similar activities by senior students in your school?
What is "illegal" for students to do at school in your country?
-
Michael is 16 years old. He wanted to have a car, so he started his first job last month at McDonald's working
30 hours per week getting a minimum payment of US$5.50 per hour. He bought his own used car last week and
will pay US$300 per month for 2 years, plus insurance. Yesterday, as he was showing his friends his speeding
abilities, he had a car accident.
What do you think will happen now?
Since he is 16 years old, what will the police do to him?
What will the car insurance say and do?
What is the legal age for young people in your country to begin working?
Is it common for young people to work so they can buy their own car, clothing, CDs, video games, or to go out
on the weekends, etc.?
Kathy is 17 years old and she is dating (or going out) with Adam, 19 years old. They have been going out for 3
weeks. Today, he takes her to his house because his parents are not at home. They start kissing and he insists
that they have sex or he will find someone who truly "loves him." Kathy does not know what to do.
If you were Kathy, would you have gone to his house knowing his parents were not at home?
What would you do in Kathy's situation (Kathy "really loves him")
Is it common in your country for young people to take their boyfriends/girlfriends home to be "alone"?
Is it common to have unprotected/protected sex before they get married (premarital sex)?
In the US it is illegal for a person 18+ (an adult) to be sexually involved with a minor (17 or younger). Do you
have similar laws in your country? What do you think would happen to Adam, 19, if Kathy's parents knew?
How are age differences seen in couples?
-
Since Mary and Eric are both 18 years old, they can now go to some discos which are "18 and over" (most are
21 and over). They meet while dancing. Since they are not allowed to drink until they are 21, they go to a corner
of the club and drink the tequila Mary brought illegally into the club in her purse. A disco guard sees them
drinking and approaches them.
What do you think will happen to Mary and Eric?
Do you think the guard will call the police? Why or why not?
They decide to go to Eric's apartment near the university where there will be a party. The neighbors call the
police because there it is very noisy and they cannot sleep.
What do you think the police will do? Do you have alcohol laws in your country? When is the legal age to enter
discos? To drink? Is it common for young people to have their own apartment when they study at the
university?
-
Jessica is 16 years old and is dating Paul, a 24 year old. Jessica is very mature for her age but lied to Paul,
telling him she was 21 years old. Paul believed her and they have been together for 4 months. After such a long
time, Jessica now feels guilty and wants to tell Paul her real age. She is worried and scared to lose him.
What would you do in Kathy's situation?
Would you have lied to Paul from the beginning like Jessica?
Is it common in your country for teenagers like Jessica to date older men like Paul with an 8-year difference?
What do you think are the dating norms in the USA for young people? What do you think is an appropriate age
difference in dating youth?
What is appropriate in your country?
